CHAPTER " I

(1-1-17)
INTRODUCTION

.       OF SRI HARI

Revered saint Sri Vadiraja was born during 1480 A,C. at Huvinakere
Village near Kumbhashi of Kundapura taluk, on the holy eve of Magha
Sudda Dwadashi in Sharvari Samvastsara. He entered the holy Vrindavan
in 1600 A,C. upon the completion of the two full terms of the sixty
Samvastaras on the holy eve of Palguna Bahula third day of the same
Sharvari Samvastara, at Sonda Kshetra. Among the Madhwa Saints Sri
VadiraJa was the first to enter the holy Vrindavan alive, and Sri Raghavendra
Theertha of Mantralaya was the second to do so. Vadiraja's birth place
was Huvinakere, His tutelary Deity was Kadagola Krishna of Udupi. His
place of activity is the holy land of Bharath.

Sir Vadiraja dedicated his whole life for the material and spiritual
emancipation of mankind. Even after a lapse of 398 years, since Vadiraja
entered the Brindavan alive, his works appear before as a gateways for
reaching Vaikunta. In ail his works, either in Sanscrit or Kannada, Vadiraja
advocates the supremacy of Sri Hari among the celestials and windgod
Sri Vayu among the devotees.

Sri Vadiraja has authored classics like Theertha Prabhandha,
Rukmineesha Vijaya, Yuktimallika'etc in Sanscrit. But in this article an
attempt is made to summarise the contents of "Sarasa Bharathi Vilasa"
authored by Sri Vadiraja, which has 12 divisions comprising 701 verses.

As mentioned earlier, Srihari is the celestial supremo, Srilaxmi ranks
next, followed by Brahma, Vayu. Saraswathi, Bharathi, and a host of
other celestials. It is possible for us to get liberation from all earthly
miseries, only when we worship, gods, according to their hierarchy.